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On Thursday 2nd June 2022, we will celebrate another unique milestone in our history; 

Her Majesty The Queen’s 70th year as our Monarch and Head of the Commonwealth - her 
Platinum Jubilee. It is a feat no previous monarch has achieved.

For the final time in Her Majesty’s reign, more than 1,500 beacons will be lit throughout the United 
Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories, and one in each of the capital 
cities of Commonwealth countries. The Jubilee Beacons will be the first community event of the 
international celebrations marking the official Platinum Jubilee Weekend 2nd - 5th June 2022.

Hadrian’s Wall and its surrounding communities have been identified as an amazing, unique and 
key location for this event. As one of the towns or parishes closest to the Wall, I would therefore 
like to extend a special invitation for you to participate by holding an event in your own community 
- one that culminates in the lighting of either a gas-fired, brazier or bonfire beacon that night.

At 2.00pm on 2nd June the community celebrations will begin when Town Criers across the UK 
are invited to undertake the Proclamation - announcing the lighting of the beacons that evening. 
Communities without a Town Crier can invite a local dignitary to fulfil this task.

At 9.35pm, pipers (Scottish or Northumbrian) across the UK and Commonwealth will be playing a 
specially commissioned piece of music called Diu Regnare and at 9.40pm Buglers and Cornet 
players will be undertaking ‘Majesty’, the unique Bugle Call, announcing the lighting of the 
Beacons at 9.45pm, accompanied by choirs of all shapes and sizes performing ‘Song for the 
Commonwealth’ to mark this historic occasion, ensuring other parts of local community life are 
involved.

 


At 10.00pm the beacons will be lit by communities along Hadrian’s Wall  
Please note - the later timing for the lighting of the Hadrian’s Wall beacons differs from the rest of 
the UK, uniquely showcasing the celebrations within your communities. 

Northumberland County Council are generously supporting the celebrations. Communities will 
be able to apply for a Community Chest grant from mid-January 2022. The grant criteria and 
details of the application process will be sent to you directly upon release. 

The official Guide To Taking Part outlining the various ways you can involve the different aspects 
of your community in the above celebrations can be viewed and downloaded from  
www.queensjubileebeacons.com. Events can be organised by local councils, voluntary, 
commercial, community groups and individuals. 

Jez Light (of Queen’s Hall Arts) and the team co-ordinating the beacons across the Wall can be 
contacted for more information and advice at jubileebeacons@gmail.com or on 07816 842962.

My warmest regards,


http://www.queensjubileebeacons.com
mailto:jubileebeacons@gmail.com


PLANNING YOUR EVENT
Choose your LOCATION 
• What’s special about the people and place where you live? 
• How can this be reflected in your own unique celebration? 
• How can you make what you’re doing look stunning in photographs or in videos? 

Select your BEACON 
• Gas beacon - great for lighting in unusual and/or scenic locations where a bonfire would not be practical or 

permissible, available for £495+VAT (see official Guide to Taking Part for suppliers) 
• Brazier beacon - a permanent display of local craftsmanship and reusable - but if you are on a tight budget, 

you might consider a ground standing brazier, widely available at low cost.
• Bonfire - great for gathering large numbers of people around 
Remember - whichever approach you decide to take, make sure you have the permission of the landowner, 
submit an Event Notification Form and complete a risk assessment & event plan. Please make sure your 
beacon can be seen from as far around the location as possible - use high ground if you safely can.

Consider your AUDIENCE 
• Young people - this will be a late night for some of our younger guests, but they will be off school! 
• Welfare - you’ll need access to some shelter and toilets nearby 
• Accessibility - consider how people with limited mobility and pushchairs etc will access the event 
• Guest list - you may wish to invite local sponsors, participants and dignitaries individually 

Be creative with your HOSPITALITY 
• Showcase local food and drink suppliers 
• Customise cakes with flag decorations - maybe have a competition?
• Make the food relevant to the event and the location - local treats, marshmallows on sticks, tea, barbecue?

Reflect the THEMES 
• Use flags - Union Jack - County - Commonwealth - buy them or get people involved in making them
• Consider how 70 years can be represented (for example) with a choir of 70 people, or 70 year olds! 
• 1950’s to modern day - represent the decades through music, dressing and/or costume? 
• Fire - you could book fire breathers or jugglers - see what’s out there! 
• Make it local - use local performers and make sure you invite the whole community 
• Give thanks - a short speech by a local dignitary or involvement of others that deserve our thanks 

Define the MOMENT 
• Decide how your beacon will be lit - how might you select someone to do this? 
• The beacon is the only compulsory element of the event. Optional extras include:

• Pipers - play in unison with the rest of the UK at 9.35pm 
• Bugler - play in unison with the rest of the UK at 9.40pm
• Choir - then sings in unison with the rest of the UK as beacons are lit at 9.45pm*

• Countdown - to the lighting of the beacon 
• Fireworks or fire performers - if budget permits! 
• Music - always creates atmosphere and live music provides entertainment 
*Remember - if your community is close to Hadrian’s Wall, you can light your beacon at 10.00pm along with 
the rest of the communities along the Wall - unique dispensation has been given to allow this to happen.
•

Create the LEGACY 
• Consider commissioning a short filming and/or photography 
• Create and share your event on social media 
• Attract the local media to your event by telling them about your unique event

Things to bear in mind 
• Gain permissions and licenses and submit your plans to Northumberland County Council
• Risk Assessments and Event Plans should be written by a competent person 
• Make sure you have adequate insurance 
• Recruit plenty of volunteers! 
• We are here to support you with any queries you may have: 
contact Jez Light at jubileebeacons@gmail.com or on 07816 842962.



You can find out lots more about the beacons, the music and the plans for national celebrations by going to 
www.queensjubileebeacons.com - have a browse through and download the official Guide to Taking Part. 
Don’t forget that the rest of the country will light their beacons at 9.45pm - we are the only ones to go at 10pm.

If you are planning a public event, then the following is particularly relevant:

Northumberland County Council has a Safety Advisory Group made up of all the partners that will have an 
interest in events open to the public. They are there to ask questions and provide advice support.
Safety Advisory Group representatives consider event proposals and may help assess the risks to the general 
public. The group includes representatives from the police, fire, ambulance and local authority, among others.

Even if you’re an experienced organiser of public events, you cannot take anything for granted. If you are in 
any doubt as to your legal responsibilities or potential liabilities, you should seek your own legal advice. The 
final responsibility will be with the event organiser.

If you are running a public event, or need permission to use County Council land as part of your event, then 
you will need to tell the Safety Advisory Group about your event. 

Even if you are running a private event on your own land, it is highly advisable to check the advice on the 
Northumberland County Council website and take steps to ensure that your event is run safely.

Here’s how to go about this:

Find out what is expected of you here
Download an Event Notification Form here
Complete the form as completely as you can and submit it to the email address detailed on the form.

Don’t forget - you will be responsible for:
• Obtaining all relevant licences
• Completing all necessary risk assessments
• Producing an event plan if you expect more than 12 people to take part (this includes spectators)
• Organising removal of all waste and litter generated by the event
• Holding adequate public liability insurance
• Holding all relevant safety certificates
• Repair or replacement of any County Council property damaged by the event

And of course, please tell me about your plans so I can register them on the official Jubilee Beacons database.
In the meantime, if you need any advice or support with this process please contact me at 
jubileebeacons@gmail.com

I look forward to hearing all about your fantastic events!

Jez Light 
Beaconmaster
Hadrian’s Wall Platinum Jubilee Beacons

NEXT STEPS

Queen’s Hall
Hexham
Northumberland
NE46 3LS
Mob: 07816 842962
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https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Protection/Safety/SAG.aspx
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Public-Protection/Event-notification-2015.pdf
mailto:jubileebeacons@gmail.com

